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A big thank you to all that attended the Potentate's 
Ball. Also the Shrine Ladies Jewelry Raffle is October 
21st. Hope all the Ladies will be able to attend.  

A great big thank you to everyone who helped get  the 
Shrine ready for the Potentate's Ball, and the 
DeMolay for being Greeters, the Tri-Angle girls for doing 
the serving at the Potentate's Ball. Thank you Ladies!  

Come out to the Shrine Fall Meat Raffle on October 
28th. Doors will open at 5:45 pm and we will need 
everyone available to help out.  

Be safe and see you at the Shrine.  
Ill. Sir Ronald Bigger  
Potentate 2023

THE POTENTATE’S MESSAGE

Ronald E. Bigger 
Potentate 2023
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ISMAILIA CENTER OFFICERS 
2023 ELECTED 

Potentate 
Ronald E. Bigger ................716-425-3223 
Chief Rabban 
Michael P. Ferraro ..............716-266-5549 
Assistant Rabban 
James Mirusso ....................716-800-5764 
High Priest & Prophet 
Jason Godios ......................716-725-5514 
Oriental Guide 
Frederick (Ted) Clark II .....716-949-4202 
Treasurer 
David A. Freund, P.P. ........716-668-0335 
Recorder 
Joseph A. Hoerner, P.P. ......716-684-5435 

APPOINTED 
Carl Nowakowski ........................Director 
Roger Huff.................1st Ceremonial Master 
John Budowski ........Captain of the Guard 
David Cammarano......................Marshall 
Mark Ackerman....................Outer Guard 
E. Daniel Walther IV, P.P......Chief of Staff 
Michael Ferraro ....Membership Chairman 
Gary Crewson, P.P..........Donors Relations 
Michael Hackford, P.P. .Circus Co-Chairman 
William Lawicki, P.P. ...Circus Co-Chairman 
Paul Rudnicki .................Temple Attorney 
Brian Will...................................Chaplain 
David Cammarano...................Press Corp 
John Stanz ...........................Personal Aide 

CABIRI #96 
John Walkden P.P. .......................President 
Keith J. Scheetz P.P. ....Secretary/Treasurer 

ERIE HOSPITAL 
REPRESENTATIVES 

John Walkden P.P. 
Charles R. Turner Jr. Emeritus 
Donald Holben P.P. Emeritus 
Earl F. Knauss P.P. Emeritus 

 
REPRESENTATIVES 

TO IMPERIAL COUNCIL 
Ronald E. Bigger, Potentate 

Michael P. Ferraro, Chief Rabban 
James Mirusso, Assistant Rabban 

 
TRUSTEES 

William D. Adam Jr., P.P. ......2021 - 2023 
John Walkden, P.P..................2022 - 2024 
Dennis N. Caldwell, P.P.........2023 - 2025 
 
ARABIAN OASIS COMMITTEE 

Michael Ferraro ..........................President 
John Markuse Jr. ................Vice President 
Joseph Hoerner P.P. .....................Secretary 
David Freund P.P. .......................Treasurer 
Gary Crewson P.P. .......................Director 
John Budowski ............................Director 
Richard Mix ................................Director 
Justin Brown................................Director 
Frederick Clark II ........................Director 
Jason Godios................................Director 
John Walkden P.P.  .......................Director 
James Mirusso .............................Director 
Ill Sir Ronald Bigger  ...................Director 

SHRINE SMILE COMMITTEE 
Ronald E. Bigger ........................Potentate 
Joseph A. Hoerner P.P. ...............Secretary
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$100 Million Dollar Club 
PLEASE ENROLL ME AS A MEMBER OF THE 

100 Million Dollar Club

PLEASE NOTE: 
All articles for the Smile due by 

the 10th of the month preceding 
and nothing after the 15th or any 

changes after the 20th.

Do not leave any valuables in your 
vehicles. There have been more 
than a few vehicles broken into at 
the YMCA, and at one of our recent 
events, one of our Nobles and his 
wife had theirs broken into in our 
parking lot. Criminals know that 
people do a lot of shopping and 
leave their purchases in the vehicle 
while running more errands. Most 
people ignore car alarms as there 
always seems to be one going off 
in a large parking lot, or down the 
street at 3 AM as we are trying to 
sleep. Stay vigilant.

                
n   I have previously made a will leaving a bequest to the  

                     Shriners Hospitals For Children. 
                n   I have added a provision in my will leaving a bequest  
                     to the Hospitals. 
                n   I prefer to make a cash contribution at this time of at  
                     least $100.00, which is tax deductible. 

Make your check payable to: SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN 

I am a member of_____________________________________Shriners. 

Sign________________________________________ Shrine No. ________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________  

City ____________________________ State ______________ Zip______________ 

Please have the certificate read:__________________________________________ 

Please return to Joseph A. Hoerner, Recorder, Ismailia Shriners,  
1600 Southwestern Blvd., West Seneca, NY 14224

Just a Quick 
Reminder…

SHRINE DIRECTORS STAFF   
Ill Sir George Herle P.P.  

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday October 4, 2023 same time same 
place. We will be having our little Octoberfest.  

On October 28, 2023 will be the Shrine Fall Meat Raffle and a lot of help 
will be needed so plan on attending. A big event coming up is our Comedy 
Show on November 11, 2023. We will need donations for the Basket Raffles 
and getting tickets out to the  public. This will require all members to 
participate. Also don't forget about the Russell's Raffle. The Shrine is having 
a Rib BBQ on October 15th noon to 4:30 pm or sold out. There also is a 
possible Arch Degree on November 10, 2023.  

As always stay safe and healthy.

All Clubs and Units 
Your Club and Unit Officers for the year 
2024 must be elected in November 2023 
and installed by December 31, 2023 and 
reported to the Shrine Office as soon as 
elected and installed. Thanks for your  
cooperation in this matter.



COMING EVENTS 
OCTOBER 2023 
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OCTOBER	4	
Ailiamsi	Meeting	-	11	am	
PHD	Luncheon	-	Noon	
Shrine	Directors	Mtg.	-	6	pm	
Shrine	Center	

OCTOBER	5	
Nile	Sewing	-	10:30	am	
Shrine	Center	

OCTOBER	6	
Friday	Night	Happy	Hour	
4	-	8	pm	
Arabian	Oasis	Lounge	

OCTOBER	11	
PHD	Luncheon	Club	Mtg.	
Noon	
Oasis/Divan	Mtg.	6:30	pm	
Shrine	Center	

OCTOBER	12	
Ailiamsi	Ways	&	Means	
Mtg.	-	10:30	am	
Shrine	Center	

OCTOBER	15	
Shrine	Rib	BBQ	
Noon	-	4:30	pm	or	sold	out	
Dine	in	or	Take	out	
Shrine	Center	

OCTOBER	18	
D.O.N.	Meeting	-	11	am	
PHD	Luncheon	-	Noon	
LOH	Meeting	-	6	pm	
Shrine	Center	

OCTOBER	19	
Ailiamsi	Sunbeams	Mtg.	
11	am	
Shrine	Center	

OCTOBER	20	
Friday	Night	Happy	Hour	
4	-	8	pm	
Arabian	Oasis	Lounge	

OCTOBER	21	
Shrine	Ladies	Jewelry		
Raffle	–	11	am	-	5	pm	
Shrine	Center	

OCTOBER	25	
Southtown	Nile	Club	-	
Noon	
PHD	Luncheon	-	Noon	
Shrine	Center	

OCTOBER	26	
Northtown	Nile	Club	
Meeting	-	Noon	
Allegany	Shrine	Club	
Meeting	-	5	pm	

OCTOBER	28	
Shrine	Fall	Meat	Raffle	
Doors	open	5:45	pm	
Raffle	7	pm	
Shrine	Center	

OCTOBER	31	
	 Happy Halloween

Handicap Parking 
at the 

Shrine Center

Currently there are limited 
handicap spots at the 
Shrine center. Plans are in 
the works now to add a few 
more. There have been 
quite a few complaints 
about people without 
handicap plates, 
stickers, or a placard in 
their car(s) utilizing the 
limited spots we have.  
With that being said, 
please refrain from using 
the handicap spots that we 
currently have unless you 
have some sort of handicap 
identification on your  
vehicle. 

 – Thank you. 

Imperial Session 

Save the Dates  
IMPERIAL SESSION 2024  
Reno, Nevada 
June 30 - July 4  

IMPERIAL SESSION 2025  
Atlanta, Georgia 
June 29 - July 3  

IMPERIAL SESSION 2026  
Tampa, Florida 
July 12-16 

rs

rs

NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE

Anyone that has on hand 
– or doesn't need any 
more, just sitting around 
and taking up space –  
a second refrigerator – 
please call West Seneca 
Lodge, 647 Main Street, 
West Seneca, NY 14224  
at 716-674-7328 

Sportsman Raffle 
I would like to thank all 

those who took time out of 
their day to volunteer at the 
sportsman raffle. Without you, 
these events wouldn't be as 
successful as they are. I would 
also like to extend a thank you 
to all of those who attended 
the event. There are some 
changes in store for next year.  

Noble Michael Ferraro

Attention: Past Potentates  
I am currently working on a project to display all the Past 

Potentates Pins in the lower right-hand corner of their picture 
in the Shrine. I currently have the following listed pins from 
my years of collecting. If you have a pin from other Poten-
tates that aren't listed and are willing to part with it, please 
give it to Joe in the Shrine office and I will see that it gets 
displayed.  

Thank you,  
Dennis N. Caldwell 

John Ruff - 2008  
Bob Heron - 2004  
John Walkden - 2021  
George Hurley - 2003  
Ed Warden - 1998  
Larry Butera - 2013  
Kris Scheetz - 2016  
L. McMorris - 1993 
Mike Hackford - 2017  
James Michel - 2018 
K. Kansas - 1994 

Doug Bajszczak - 2005  
Bill Adams - 2020 
E. Thomas Rockey - 2007 
Dennis Caldwell - 2022 
David Freund - 2010  
Larry Hawley - 2006  
Gary Crewson - 2011  
Craig Rebman - 2002  
Dan Walther - 2012  
Doug Foss - 2019 J 
James Van Slyke - 2015 
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We now have begun our work in the Quarries of Shrinedom. Here is 
hoping everyone had a great and pleasant summer recess. September started 
out with a bang and kept on going. The first big event was our annual Shrine 
Sportsman Raffle. A huge effort was put in by C.R. Noble Michael Ferraro 
and his capable crew to make this fund raiser a success. Congratulations to 
all who won prizes and a big thank you to all who participated in this event 
to make it successful. Following that we had our Fall Stated Session on 
September 13th. Although sparsely attended there was much information 
given and some good discussions and ideas presented. Following the Stated 
Session came the Potentate's Ball on September 23rd. Many NYOSA Temples 
were present and everyone had a good time with much camaraderie taking 
place. Congratulations to Ill Sir Ronald Bigger, Potentate, and his Lady Rita. 
A thank you goes out to C.R. Noble Michael Ferraro for making sure the 
hotel and hospitality rooms were well taken care of, along with Ms. Wende 
in the Office for handling all the reservations and seating assignments. Also 
Lady Rita and Lady Cheryl Huff for handling all the decorations to make 
the auditorium look great. Great job done by all involved.  

Looking to the future there are some events coming that are very important 
to lsmailia Shrine Center. October 28th will be the Shrine Fall Meat Raffle 
which is a huge fund raiser for the Shrine Center. October 15th will be the 
Fall Shrine Rib BBQ from noon to 4pm or sold out. This is another impor-
tant fund raiser for the Shrine Center and will require much help to make it 
successful. These BBQs are a lot of fun and good fellowship amongst the 
Nobles and Ladies. In November the Shrine Directors will be holding their 
Comedy Hour. For tickets and info contact one of the Directors. In between 
all this the Shrine Ladies have a few events of their own coming; they have a 
Jewelry Raffle on October 21st and some other events along the way. So you 
see there are many events for everyone to attend and have fun and fellowship.  

Coming in November are two huge events for your participation and 
enjoyment. November 11th at 6:00 pm will be the Shrine Fall Ceremonial. 
This is very important to the Shrine Center due to the fact that we need to 
increase our membership and replace those that we have lost to the Black 
Camel or other reasons. As of now we have 4 possible Candidates and could 
use many more so get out and find your Candidate. Also don't forget about 
the Feztival of Trees in November. This year it will be held for two weekends. 
This is another huge event for the Shrine Center. For info see the ad in the 
Smile (page 8).  

Enough for now. Stay safe and healthy and have a great day Happy 
Halloween to all. Ill Sir Joe H. P.P., Recorder 

ATHOR TEMPLE NO. 19 
DAUGHTERS OF THE NILE 

Princess Jen Mazur, Publicity 

Greetings from Athor Temple No. 19, and welcome back to our year! We 
hope it's been a very enjoyable, beautiful summer for everyone! 

Please join Queen Suzanne and Ladies of the Household for a fall Towel 
Bingo afternoon on Saturday, November 11, 2023. We will gather at the West 
Seneca Masonic Lodge hall on Main and Mill Street in West Seneca for an 
afternoon of laughter and fun! Doors will open for browsing and fellowship 
at 11:30 AM.  A light lunch will be served at noon, followed by  Bingo and a 
Basket auction. The cost for the day will be $20.00 and reservations are a must! 
(for food planning).Please call Queen Suzanne at 716-557-2298, or PQ 
Donna Donner at 716-839-4307 to reserve your spot. Bring your family, a 
friend or two and join us on November 11, 2023. You'll be glad you did. 

Our Daughters of the Nile Temple meets on the third Wednesday of the 
month for planning our work for the children.  We'd be very happy to answer 
your questions about how to join us and the important work we do.  Join us 
for lots of fun, fellowship and service as we work together to help out the 
very special children served by the Shrine Hospital network.  For more in-
formation, contact Queen Suzanne, 716-557-2298, or the members of our 
Membership and Mentoring team, PQ Donna at 716-839-4307, PQ Iris at 
716-834-9074, or PQ Marilyn ay 716-698-8041. We'd enjoy telling you 
about Daughters of the Nile!

ALL NOBLES 
• All members can purchase a PCLM (Per 

Capita Tax Life Purchase) for $900.00 until 
December 31, 2023.  

• After January 1, 2024 the cost will increase to $1500.00  
• Anyone interested please make sure you do it before  

December 31, 2023
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$200.00

Special Sale Price for a Limited Time 
$200 per brick

AILIAMSI COURT NO. 12, LOSNA  
Lady Karen L. Keuther, High Priestess 

A big Thank You to everyone for attending and supporting our Bingo 
Bonanza on September 16th. Those who attended on a beautiful 
Saturday afternoon enjoyed fellowship, good food and lots of prizes. Spe-
cial thanks to chairman Lady Katherine Gugino and her staff of helpers 
as well as all the members who donated prizes. Additional thanks to 
Ill. Sir Dan Walthers, our entertaining Bingo caller (who always keeps 
us smiling) and Lady Jan for really mixing up those numbers.  

At our October Court meeting we initiated a new member, Lady Anna 
lnglut and embraced a new dual member, Lady Sharon Noiles from 
Bokkara Court no. 22. We are delighted to welcome these ladies into 
Ailiamsi Court. Do you want to know more about Ladies Oriental Shrine 
of North America? We would love to tell you more.  

Our next Court meeting will be on Wednesday November 1st. A lunch 
is planned for 11:45 am with the Court meeting to follow at 1 pm. 

Happy Halloween!



Remember Our Sick and Shut-in Brothers 
with a Visit, a Card or a Call

Samuel R. Tiffany 
90 Meyer Road, Apt. 406 
Buffalo, NY 14226

Gary Gordon, Sr. 
Frewsburg Rest Home 
106 West Main Street 
Frewsburg, NY 14738 

 

CONFINED AT HOME

IN NURSING HOME/ASSISTED LIVING
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e
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6470 New Taylor Road 
Orchard Park, NY 14127 

(716) 312-7424

The deepest sympathy of the Illustrious Potentate, Divan and Nobles of Ismailia Shriners is 
extended to the family and friends of: 
NUMBER                  NAME                          DATE JOINED                   DATE DIED 
679          Richard R. Carpenter      August 28, 1965      September 10, 2023

In Memoriam 
DEATHS THROUGH SEPTEMBER 23, 2023  

When clouds of sorrow seem to hide the face of God, we know such is not the case for we cannot be where 
God is not. Just as He has been with us in all our yesterdays, He will be with us in our unknown tomorrows.

Ismailia Shriners Travel Fund Donations 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 16, 2023

In Memory of David Wass 
By Charles & Katherine Turner, Jr.  

 
In Memory of Marie Freund  

By Charles & Katherine Turner, Jr.  
 

In Memory of Randy "Bubbles" Dorobiala  
By Marilyn Dorobiala  

Donations to Ismailia Shriners 
THROUGH AUGUST 16, 2023 

In Memory of Ill. Sir Edward Worden, P.P.  
By Ismailia Shriners Members 

Sunshine Charity Birthday Fund Donations 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 16, 2023

Harris Evans  
George Herle, P .P.  
Thomas Miller, Jr.  

Robert Morey  
A William Padilla  
Robert Williams 

Candidate for Oriental Guide  
Noble John Backhaus  

Fraternal Greetings. If I could please take a moment to introduce myself.  
My name is John Backhaus, and I live in Allegany, NY. I am lovingly married to 

my wife, "Kay" for 30 magnificent years. We have two beautiful daughters, "Brianna" 
and "Brittany". They have blessed us with five gorgeous grand - children.  

I served honorably in the US Navy during Desert Storm as a Store Keeper aboard 
the USS Boone FFG-28.  

After my military service to this wonderful country, I obtained my degree in Res-
piratory Therapy. I am presently employed at Cuba Memorial Hospital in Cuba, NY.  

I joined Enchanted Mountains Lodge #252 in Olean, NY and was raised to the 
sublime degree of Master Mason in 2009. I had the gratification for serving the 
brothers of the lodge as Worshipful Master for 3 years, and now I have the pleasure 
of being the lodge Secretary.  

I had a marvelous opportunity in masonic journey to have the incredible experi-
ence to serve the brothers of the Cattaraugus District and the Grand Lodge of New 
York as the District Deputy Grand Master 2016 - 2018.  

I organized the Brotherhood & Unity Night between Enchanted Mountains Lodge 
#252, Master Craftsman Lodge #110 Prince Hall, and St. John's Lodge #16 Prince 
Hall. Brother Charley Fisher Ill gave a lecture on Prince Hall. In attendance was MW 
Bill Thomas, Grand Master of New York and MW Dorian Glover, Grand Master of 
Prince Hall of New York and over 100 brothers from all over Western New York, 
Pennsylvania, and Canada.  

I am honored and privileged to be an honorary member of Master Craftsman 
Lodge #110 Prince Hall.  

I joined lsmailia Shrine in 2019 and became a member of Allegany County Shrine 
Club. I was elected President of the Allegany County Shrine Club and the President 
of the Allegany County Kart Club in 2023.  

As a member of the Divan Leadership team, I can offer leadership, guidance, and 
enthusiasm to help lsmailia Shrine and Shriners Hospital move forward with the one 
goal in mind. "To change and improve the lives in children, and to care for the less 
fortunate."  

As a member of the Divan Leadership Team, an ambition I would have, is to build 
a more robust relationship with our outlying Shrine Clubs. To strengthen and grow 
through our time-honored traditions.  

It would be a tremendous honor and privilege to serve the Nobles of lsmailia 
Shrine, Shriners Children's Hospital and the Potentate as the Oriental Guide.  

I am very humbled and honored for your consideration as I apply to join the Divan 
Leadership team of lsmailia Shrine as the "Oriental Guide".  

Thank you very much in advance for your consideration. 



GOOD FELLOWS TO KNOW & DO BUSINESS WITH…
ATTORNEYS 
Paul E. Rudnicki 
395 Reserve Road 
West Seneca, NY 14224 
675-1212 

AUTOMOTIVE 
Ventura’s CARSTAR Collision 
5665 Lake Ave. 
Orchard Park, NY 14127 
716-827-5826 

BUILDING SUPPLIES 
Felber’s Building Supplies &  
Lumber Inc. 
5555 Transit Road  
Williamsville, NY 14221 
Randy Felber  
688-5517 

CEMETERY MEMORIALS 
Stone Art Memorial Co., Inc. 
914 Ridge Rd., Lackawanna, NY 14218 
824-9278 • Fax 824-1561 
John T. Koch • J. Thomas Koch  
Matthew T. Koch 

EMBROIDERY 
Donna’s Embroidery Design 
Specializing in wearable art 
224 Weiss St., Buffalo, NY 
824-1767 

FINANCIAL 
Robert E. Kloss, JD, CFP 
6470 New Taylor Rd. 
Orchard Park, NY 14127 
716-312-7424 or 716-510-0523 
RKloss@ClearplanFinancial.com 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Vandercher and Dick Funeral Home 
2549 Main St. (between Rodney & Fillmore) 
Buffalo, NY 14214 
832-0150 

GLASS 
Twin City Glass Corp. 
856 Wurlitzer Dr., No. Tonawanda, NY 
Donald R. Weinholtz, Pres. 
694-3300 

PARTY RENTAL 
Backyard Party Supply 
1924 South Park Ave. 
Buffalo, NY 14220 
827-0340
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SAVE THE DATE 

Legion of Honor 
Passing of the Gavel 

Saturday, February 3rd, 2024 
@ 1pm 

Details will be out by the December SMILE.



Ismailia Shriners 
1600 Southwestern Blvd. 
Buffalo, NY 14224 
 
 

ARE YOU MOVING? 
Just print your new or winter address below. 

ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________ 

CITY ______________________________ STATE ____________ZIP CODE __________ 
Please clip this form with the address label and send to: 
Ismailia Shriners, 1600 Southwestern Blvd, Buffalo, NY 14224
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FEZtival of Trees 
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